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NEW. SERIES. 
Ix. Curthage, Ohio, November Ay 1841. No. 11. 
NEW GOVERNMENT AND NEW SOCIETY, 
PREDICTED BY THE PROPHETS.—Wo, 
Behold I create New Heavens and a New Earth. 
Behold the Bridegroom cometh! Go ye out to meet him.—Mat. 
Kinepom or Gon. 


We have, we trust, successfully demonstrated, that accordin 

to the prophecies of Laniel and St. John, the Kingdom of God 
must forthwith go intoits mountain form. The last of the great 
secular empires Basdeclined and fallen; the political institutions 
symbolized by thé tem horneshave appeared in Europe, flourished 
and almost numbered their days; the eleveath horn, or politico 
religious governments of the Papacy, and Mahometanism have 


“WO both reached the limits set for their independant sovreignty, 


and in short, history has exhausted prophecy so far as relates to 

events preliminary to the reigii of Chgist and his*peopie. The 

new dispensation is abouta@o’ be ihntfodvced, the new order of 

things predicted by the aes reais: fast as the wheels of time can 

carry it, rushes upon us. Efernity is here. 
The following expressions, viz; 

1. Kingdom of grace. 

2. Kingdom of glory. 

3. Mountain Kingdom. 

4. Millennial Kingdom. | 
are not precisely scriptural, i. e. these phrases do not occur in 
the sacred writings. We have madethem ourselves. By the 
first of them. ‘‘the Kingdom of grace,” we uniformly mean the 
religion of Christ as now administered in the conversion and. — 
forgiveness of sinners: But, what do we mean by the other 
three phrases? Do we mean three more eer or only two 
more? or do the three phrases express but different ideas of one 
kingdom? Our opinion is that these three phrases are employed 
only to express our different ideas of the same Kingdom, moun- 
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tain being intended to describe its geography, for being the last 
of the five empires spoken of by Daniel, it is by that prophet said 
to fill the whole earth. Millennial, meaning a thousand years, 
describes its chronology or duration; and glory, its appearance 
and renown. Properly speaking, therefore, there are but two 
Kingdoms of heaven spoken of in the New Testament, the 
resent and the future; ‘the Kingdom of grace’ and ‘the King- 
om of glory.” When, therefore, we say that the mountain, or 
millennial Kingdom of Christ is at hand, we say in effect, that 
the Kingdom of glory is at hand, for there is no third Kingdom 
en of by the sacred writers. This, we believe, is a correct 
view of the matter; and it seems a necessary one too in order to. 
relieve the mind from the confusion which ensues from imagin- 
ing that there are more than two Kingdomsspoken of in the N. 
Testament, | 
The future dispensation or millennium is discoursed of in the 
sacred writings as the Kingdom of the Father; a Kingdom that 
cannot be moved; the Kingdom promised: the everlasting King- 
dom; the Kingdom that shall fill the whole earth; the Kingdom 
a py for the saints; the Kingdom that is tocome; the King- 
om of God in power; the Kingdom of our God come; the King- 
dom of heaven; the Son of man’s Kingdom; his Kingdom and 
glory; his appearing and Kingdom; the glery to be reveal- 
ed; a far more exceeding and eternal weightof glory; the hope 
ef glory; the glory of his power; the glory Of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; eternsl glory; the glory that shall follow the Son of Man's 
glory; the riches of his glory; his glory to be revealed; my.glory; 
the glorious liberty of the sons of God; the glorious appearing of 
the great God and of our Lord Jesus Christ; the brightness of 
hie coming; the day whee ‘the Son of Man shall be revealed; 
the revelation our Lord Jesus Christ; the salvation of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the: glory to be revealed at his coming. As 
many are of opinion that the Kingdom of God in its glorious 
form will speedily appear, the nature of it may very properly be | 
investigated in reference to the tollowing four questions viz: 
1. Will the Lord Jesus appear to introduce it? 
2. Will its introduction be preceeded by the return of the Jews 
te the holy land? 
3. Supposing the Jews returned to their ancient inheritance, will 
the Kingdom and glory of Christ be given to themin the flesh? 
4. Supposing them either returned or converted, or both, is the 
fulure mountain millennial and glorious Kingdom to be such as may 
be received by men in the flesh, whether Jews or Gentiles! . 
In our answer to these questions, we shall be perfectly ingen- 
wous, and ecriptural as far as possible. 
1. Will the Lord Jesus appear a second time to iniroduee his 
Kingdom? or | 
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Answer: In the ‘ook of Daniel, 7 ch. Christ is represented ag 


as coming before the Kingdom in its last form is set up; and he 
is not, there, nor in amy other part of that book represented as 


coming after this Kingdom isset up. Secondly: 1ln the book of cK 


Revelations, ch. 19 and 20, Christ is again described as coming 
and destroying his enemies at the introduction of the miilennial 


Kingdom; and he is not there, nor in any o:her part of this book 
represented as coming after this Kingdom is introduced. Third, — 


ly: In all the parables in the gospels, as in the ‘*Wheat and 
the Tares,” * ‘The Ten Virgins,” **The Nobleman,” **The Net,” 
&c, Chiist is uniformly spoken of as coming before his Kingdom 
is organized in its last and glorious form. Fourth: Christ uni+ 
formly spoke of himself as coming or returning when his King- 
dom should go into its mouurain state. Fi fthly: The aposties 
always speak of his second appearing as co-etancous with his 
Kingdom. Hence the phrase “his appearing and Kingdom.” 
*We are, by all these reasons, shut up tothe conclusion that 
Christ will appear in person at the beginning of the *‘new dis- 
penusation’’ in order to set up his glorious Kingdom. 

Texts demonstrative of the above conclusion. Dan. vii, Rev. 
xix-xx, Mat. xxiv, 29-31, John xiv. 2-3, 2 Tim. iv, 1, 1 Tis. 
vi, 13-14, Acts i, 11, Heb. ix, 28, Rev. xxii, 20, 1 Thes. iv, 16 
17,:1 Pet. iii, 1 Cor. xiv, 2 Thes. ii, 8, 1 John ii, 28. None of 
these scriptures favour the idea that a thousand years of pros- 
perity to the church willintervene between this and the coming 
of Christ, and some of them directly prove that the 1000 years 
or millennium will take place after his appearance. The Lord, 
then, comes before the Millennium, 

2nd. But to our second proposition, namely: 

2. Will the introduction of the Kingdom of God in is glorious 
form be preceeded by the return of the Jews to Canaan? 


Answer: “This question cannot be answered in the affirmative 


by anything written in the New Testament, for at the time it 
was written the Jews were not dispersed, but were sitting in 
their own land, and enjoying their pwn religion and laws, being 
tributaries of the Romans. Their return is, therefore, not anti- 
cipated in our scripture, although their diepersion is. 

3d. but we will suppose them restored, and ask this third 
question, namely: | 

3. Will the Kingdom be given to Israel according to the flesh?: 

At the coming of our Lord Jesus the dead saints are to be 
raised, and the living changed, and both are to be caught up 
| together to the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so be for- 
ever with the Lord. The world is to be conflagrated, and a new 
heavens and a new earth in which the righteous will dwell are 


*§. The first Christians were instructed and enceurign’ to wait for, to jook 
B for, to hasten to, to hope for, to pray for “the appearing aud Kingdom” of 
our Lord Jesus Christ as being one and the same. 
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eeivethe Kingdom! besides this Kingdom is already promised to 


to be created. How, then, can [srael according to the flesh re- 


Israel according to the faith. ‘Fear nowlitile flock, it is your 
father’s good pleasure. to give you the Kingdom.” Mat. 12 ch. 
But the promises even of the present Kingdom of grace, are 
not given to Israel according tothe flesh; how then should they 
be expected to inherit the glorious Kingdom! The unbetieving 
Jews, like the ubelieving Gentiles have proved themselves un- 
worthy of the present Kingdom, and have not suffered with it, 
nor for it; but have opposed and oppressed it in all places, 
The Kingdow i: both its forms, both gracious and glorious, is 
taken away from the unbelieving Jews, never to be restored 
to them in their unbelief. 

4. Supposing them converted, Is the Kingdom of heaven such 
thal il nay be received and exjoyed by men in the flesh—convert- 
ed or unconverted! | 

To answer this question let us contrast the two Kingdoms, 
the present with the futnre, the Kingdom of grace and the King- 
dom of glory. . 

Ist. First, then, the present Kingdom displ: ys itselfin grace; 

this is the great element of the Kingdom; it appears in the man- 
ifestation of Christin flesh, in bis ministry,death, burial, resur- 
rection, ascension, and offices; in our pardon, communion, and 
all the privileges, honors and immunities to which we are ad- 
mitted ty him. 

2nd.‘ The future Kingdom, however, will display itself in 

lory; 80 that asin the Kingdom of grace Christ appeared in 
esh fu.l of grace and truth, so in the Kingdom of g!ory he will 
appear-in flesh full of giory ond righteousness. | in flesh; 
for it is as antichristian to deny that Christ will come in human- 
itv glorified, asto deny that he came in humanity at all. Inthe 
present Kingdom he is spiritually present with us, but then he 
will be personally present. Now it is grace and truth, then it 
will be glory and rightedbusness. In the present King dom itis 
He that believeth and is baptized.”” In the glorious Kingdom, 
it shall not be faith, but knowledge; now it is tears and penitence, 
then it will be joy and righteousness. Here we are raised from 
water, there we shall be raised from the dead. Here we are 
born of water, there we shall be born of the spirit. In the firs 
temission of sins is preached, in the future there will be no sin. 
In the Kingdom of grace flesh and blood inherit the promises, 
in the millennium flesh and blood shail not inherit the King- 
dom of God. Now we marry and are given in marriage, ther 
they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are as the 
angels of God. We have no country, no abiding city her 
there we have a better country, even a heavenly, and a cil!f 
that hath foundations whose builder and maker is God—it® 
Rew earth shall have a glorious capital, even the Beloved 
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City.’ Now the children of God are scattered throughout all 
Kingdoms, *‘In the Dispensation of the fullness of times’? God 
_ will gather together in one all things both which are in heaven 
-and which are in earth, even.in Christ. In the present King- 
dom the glory of Christ is concealed, in the future it will be re- 
vealed, and all flesh willsee it together. tere we have divers 
languages and divers manners and customs, are of different 
races, different generations, ages and dispensations, different 
nations, kings and governments, but there a!l these things will 
be corrected and reduced to unity, and as we now coine in faith, 
we shall then come in fact to Mt. Zion, the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and an inuamerable company of 
angels, and to the general assembly and church of the first born, 
whose names are enrolled in heaven, and to the spirit of just 
men mide perfect, and to God the jadge of all, and to Jesus— 
the mediator of the new Covenant. | 

The fact, therefore, thatthe Kingdom of C irist in its future 
form is always associated with the personal appearance of Christ, 
the resurrection of the righteous dead. the change of the living, 
the destruction of the wicked, and the conflagration of the earth 
and atmosphere, and the creation of the new heavens and the 
new earth may be regarded as proof positive that the moun- 
tain, millennial and glorious Kingdom of God cannot be receiv- 
ed and inherited by men of the flesh, whether Jew, Gentile, 
or Christian, but by the glorified only. - 

Finally: When, then, will the Lord Jesus come toset up his 
Some answer thata Millennium ora thousand years inter- 

es itself between us and that event; but thisis an error, for 
hrist is never represented as coming after a millennium. 
Others say that the return of the Jews is an event.which In- 
panes itself hetween us and the coming of Christ. If it is, the 

ew Testament does not say. so, for whatever the 11th eh. of 
the Romans says of their converfion surely it alludes not at all 
to their return, and indeed could not, for they were not then 
scatterred, but living in Canaan. 

Again it is supposed that although they may not return to 
the holy land, they must be converted before Christ comes, 
And as proof of this many passages in the old, end some in the 
new Testament have been adduced by learned persons who fa- 
uour the ideamas Faber, Scott, Bickersteth and others. In ane 
ewer to the quotations from the Prophets, it is said all the Qld 
Testament prophets except Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi 
prophesied bef>re the return ffom Babylon, and even the firsg 
two of these flourished 79 years before the return ofa large 
body who came up with Ezra. As for Malachi, he does nog 
prophecy of a return at all, and if he enveaks of their conversion, 
lt is of their conversion at the first advent of Christ. It is fur. 
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ther argued by those who do not believe in the return of the 
Jews, that the promises of the Old Testament all respect the 
true [srael who are to be raised from the dead and made the 
inheriters of the true Canaan. i 

Touching the 11th chapter of Romans, observe: 1. It respects 
notthe return of the Jews, because they were not then scatter- 
ed. 2. [i respects, then, theirengrafting, but then this is spoken 
of as wholly depending on their faith; “If they abide not in 
unbelief,” says the apostle. But see—there never was a clear- 
er case of unbelief made out against any other nation under 
heaven- They have not believed, they have not been grafted 
in. They will not be grafted in unless they believe; the ques- 
tion then is, Will they believe? The apostle does not answer 
this question. Mark that Paul does not say they will believe, 
but that they will be grafted in ifthev do. 1 ask again then 
Will they believe? Dothe scriptures say they wil!! 


— Ifisa little word, but it sometimes is very significant. Jesus 
once said of John, **J/1 will that he tarry till | come again, what 
is that to thee Peter? and John says that some of the disciples 
took occasion from this saying of the Lord’s to report that John 
woud never die; but John explained, and assured them that 
Jesus ssid not that he should not die, but only “Jf I will that 
he tarry til [ come” &c. We should remember that Paul has 
not sail they would be grafied in but only that they would i/— 
‘ifihey continue notin Onbelief.” If, then, Paul has not ab- 
solutely said thev shall be grafted in, far less has he said that 
they shall believe. The event alone can prove tha truth here. 
They have not believed, they have not been grafted in, and the 
dispensation is now about to close; the fullness of the times 
alotied for the Gentile governments and the Gentile dispensa- 
tion is about come, for these will end at one and the same time, 
when all the True Israel of God will be saved by the Redeemer 
who is coming to Zion. 


When will he come? Those interpreters who bring this event 
nearest io us, seem to me in all. things the nearest nght. It 
looks to me as if history had almost exhausted prophecy, and 
that we are on the eve of the greatest change the world ever saw. 
How careful then ought we to be to put all things to right! how 
careful to have our lamps srleaened fullof oil, and burning! 
_ Reader, set your house in order; Be clothed with humility. Re- 
form thoroughly in all things. Be perfect. Be vigilant. The 
. Son of man cometh in the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory. Take care that you lose not both your soul and 
body. You had better slacken your hold of this perishing world, 
and prepare to meet vour Judge. ‘*Behold the Bridegroom com- 

eth, go ye out to meet him.” W.S. 
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UNIVERSALIAN PHILOSOPHY.—WNo. III. 
Satan. | 


I know of no artic'e of faith in which Universalists more gen- 
erally agree than in this—the impersonality of Satan. They have 
several ways of disposing of the difficulties that continually ob- 
trude themselves, as impediments to this undigested system of 
delusive Philosophy. 7 | 
_ There are three ways in which they think to get rid of this 
evil messenger. 

ist. Their first plan is an exegetical! examination of all the pla- 
ces where the term devil, or Satan d6c¢urs in the scriptures, and 
if they cannot find a perfect personal description, of his Satanic 
Majesty, they come triumphantly to the conclusion that the Bi- 
ble does not teach any thing about a personal devil—that it is all a 
figure of speech, a mere rhetorical flourish—a non-entity. 

2nd. They find that temptation is ascribed to the devil, and it 
is also said that‘*every man is tempted when he is drawn away 
with his own lusts, and euticed.’”’ Jhis then in the hands of 
Universalists, is made the great Key, that unlocks all the myste- 
ries of Satan. For if men are tempted by their own dusts, and 
at the same time be tempted by the Devil, is it not plain that 
the term devil and the term /ust are but two names for thesame 
ideat Thatthere is no devil but the evil passionsof men? For 
example; should it be said in common parlance, the man ploughs 
the field and at the same, time it is asserted that every field is 

loughed by some horse or horses; Does not it prove just as plain- 
p thai the term man, and the term Aorse are but two words for 
the same idea! In other words that man is nothing but a horse? 
What sage criticism! and yet this is fairly and truly nothing, but 
a practical application of their own most powerful canon of bib- 
licafcriticism. Indeed, if this be madea rule, 1 know 
what [ might not prove. On this hypothesis it would be easy to 
prove that God had no personal existence or that man was the 
only God of the universe: For in the scriptures, the same ac- 
tions are sometimes attributed to God and sometimes to man, and 
therefore according to this system, there is no God in tie universe 
except man. Indeed I will engage to prove that all the ar- 
guments that they have hitherto invented, or ever can invent, 
have, and must forever have the same atheistic tendency. It is 
said that the Lord hardened Pharaolh’s heart, and again that Pha- 
raoh hardened his own heart; will not this prove just as well, 
that there is no Sod but Pharaoh? But again, this criticism does 
no more to prove awny the existence of the Devil than it does to 


there is no devil but the lust. | 


disprove the existence of evil passions of men. For it proves 
just as well that there is no dust but the Devil, as it does that 
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3rd. Tlie term Satan is sometimes applied to men and angels 
of God—its literal meaning is adversary. If this prove anything 
for this system, a parity of reason will be just as good to prove 
atheism. | 

For the name God is applied to men and angels as well as to 
the divine Father. It is said that Moses was made aGod to Pha- 
raoh,.and Aaron should be his prophet. Here it is- plain, that this 
God was nothing buta man. Is not this argument just as good 
for Atheism, as the above for Universalism! But again the Athe- 
istic argument is better sustained by scriptures if we pursue (heir 
method of reasoning, than any they have ever yet found, in 
favour of the non-existence of Satan. For it is said that God is 
love—-Now suppose the scriptures should declare that the devil 
is dust, would not this be triumphantly adduced as proot positive 
that there was nothing in the world that could be called Devil 
except the evil desires of man! The Atheis: might say, If 
God be love, isit not plain that loveis God and has nothing to do 


“> With a personal existence; but is only an affection of the mind!! 


And yet this argument is just 4s good as any ever produced by 
Universalists, to prove the non-entity of Satan. Universalists 
are in the habit, of saying that every man carries his own dewél 
tn his bosom. And might notany one, with fullas much sense 
say that every man carries hisown God in his bosom,in 98 much 
as every man has a love for the something which he always 
prefers; and as there is some love, and some evil passion a- 
bout ail men, every man mast contain his own God, and his 
own devil, and as the container is always greater than the thing 
contained, man must be much greater than either, taken separ. 
ately and some larger than both together!! Suchthen Dear, Read- 
er, is Universalian Philosophy, when carried to its legitimate 
tendency, a pitiable figment, below the dignity of contempt or 
ridicule, and demands your pity and astonishment! I wish we 
could find befiting language to expose the horrible absurdities of 
this most, Phantastic whi:nsey of modern apostacy. 

But of this again in our next. U. Waris. 


ELDER BARTON W. STONE. 
_ The following respecting the worthy person whose name is 


Ne aida is extracted from a letter by T. M. Allen, Boone 
_*Poor Brother Stone is now prostrate with dead palsy: half of 


is dead; his public career is at an end fear.” 


Alas! alas! my aged brother! may we not with the prophet ex- 
claim, The righteous perisheth and no man layeth it to heart; and 
merciful men are taken away from the evil to come; he shall enter 
into peace; he shall rest in his bed, even the periect man: he that 
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walketh in thestraight path. Few persons in the western conn. 
try, ifany. have been so long knows to that part of the christian 
community whotake the bible alone for their guid); and none 
certuinly Was ever moreor better veloved by them than Earton 
W.Stove. They have justly regarded him asamodelof piety and 
morality, and as one of those tavoured spirits by whom it has 
please Fanall gracious providence to bless tie valley ot the Miss 
sizsipi with a brighter and diviner theology than falis to the lot of 
other portions of our globe. 

Tie dead, the righteous, and th sick have no faults to us. He 
has been fitted with a verdant and rie, mind down to old aze. 
This excellant personage has under Grod and hiz Messiah tived 
along, religious and useful lite: Lf the time tas arrived for his 
departure, he dies in the midstor tis brethren and what is more 
he dies the death of the righ'eous: he dios inthe Lord; and with 
the Holy Spiritof God we say blessed are the dead that die in the 
Lord. from henceforth; yea saith the spirit, that they may rest 
from their labours and their works do tollow them. 

Amen and Amen. W.S. 


OF THE OBLIGATIONS RES iNG UPON THE MINISTERS 


OF CHRIST, TO PREACH TO THE SAIN ES FOR THEIR 
PERFECTION, THESECOND APPEARING OF CiiRIST. 
No. I. 


The conversion of the world and the Perfection of the saints 
are two points in our religion whieh, itis almost unnecessary 
to say have long and specially engaged our lip and pen, our 
head and heart. In fact they are the two points in Christianity, 
on which more than ali others we have heer most des .rous of 
having accurate knowledge, and we afe not ashamed to say it. 

For some months back, first in Carthage, and sulsequently 
in other places, we have been discoursing to the brethren, for 
their perfection in holiness, of the fact that ‘the Lord ts at hand.” 


And to encourage the other proclaimers of the true gospel todo. 


‘ike wise, and to elevate, if possible, to iis proper place and bear- 
ing in the doctrine of Christ, the hope of the gospel, we shall 
endeavour in a Series under the above caption to communicate 
to them, by the grace of God, our thoughts on this subject. l'e- 
fore introducing our proposition, let usin a brief narration take 
notice of some facts connected with it. 

Let us ina few words take the difference between the world 
andthe church; for that they are not one and the same ought 
to be clearly apprehended and fully proved: Now the Scriptures 
do fully demonstrate that they are not the same, but different; 
and net different either, as white differs from yellow, but as 


> 


ty 


| 
| 
H 
| 
| x 
i 
, 
p 
p 
‘ 
3% 
a 
ye 
4 
| 
post 
re 
he ye 
spas 
4 
at 
Bate 
Ba 
¢ 
4 
‘ 
ake 
ae 


250 THE EVANGELIST © 


white does from black: they are not contrasted iu scripture but 
opposed to each other, as light and darkness are to each other 
in the natural world. They are not contrasts but contraries; 
First Christ says, Ye are noi of the world, even asI am not of the 
world.’ Again: ** Because you are not of the world, but I have 
ehosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you: 
but ifthe world hate you, you know it hated me before it hated 
yon,” &c. Tae world is unreconciled io God, the church is 
i comprsed of the reconciled; the world is unconverted, the 
ae church is the converted portion of our species; the world is at 
| enmity with God and is not subject to his law, and if anv man 
he a friend to this world, he is an enemv toGod. Butthe church 
i is constituted of the saved, the justified, sanctified, a!opted, 
| | the haptized, the pardoned, and are called the el-ct of God, his 
ig children, and his sons and daugktere: In a word the church 
i! diff-ra from the world in every essential feature of nature and 
ie character. The one is headed by the prince of life, the other 
‘= by the prince of this world; the tormer has its origin in God, 
o on the latter owes its existence as such, to the wicked one, who 
UO has deceived it from the beginning. The one is the subject of 
ai) | salvation, the other is the subject of wrath. The one possesses 
the knowledge of God and the hone of heaven, the other is 

without God and without hope: the former is destinéd to eternal 
life, the latter to perdition at ‘“*the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ from heaven with all his saints.” : | 

Now, Is it possible that the things of the gospel can bear the 
sa'n> relation to two sets of people so utterly opposite to each 
other as are the world and the church? It is imposible. they 
should. And yet we are all sure that the things of the gospel 
are adapted to the necessities and several conditions of both 
saints and sinners. What, then, are the things of the gospel? 
To this we answer, that in whatever other manner they may be 
divided, they do principally consist of the things of faith and 
those of hope, or the things relative to Christ's first and second 
personal appearances in this world. Our proposition therefore, 
is as follows, namely: 

That itis the duty of ministers of the gospel to preach to Chris- 
tians for their perfection in holiness, the Second Coming of Christ, 
as if is their duly to preach to sinners for their conversion, the First 
Coming of Christ. 

Beloved, you may imagine that the above proposition is inca- 
pable of proof from the ecg ee Beware of prejudging our 
argument till you hear it. Perhaps it is our misfortune too fre- 
quently to impose upon both the word and works of God the 
limits which nature or education or prejudice has set to our own 
powers of observation. Weare perhaps too much disposed to 
conclude that a thing is net true, or does not exist, because we 
have not seen it or do not know it. This remnant of human 
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frailty however attaches to all of us in some degree, and there- 


fore we hope to be able easily to pardon by charity, if wecan- 


not correct by argument, this error in our readers if they shall 
not see with us in the demonstration before us: Observe, how- 
ever, what we do not think legitimate in this matter: we do 
not think it legitimate to substitute the crown for the cross; oT 
to preach the second coming of Christ to sinners as such who 
have not accepted the benefit of his first coming. The hope is 
' not to be preached to those who have rejected the faith. Let 
those who would wear the crown bear the cross. But, if men 
have received the faith, if they have obeyed the gospel, then it 
is their privilege to hear at the lips of those who are over them 
and instruct them, the things of hope. It is their privilege to 
have preached to them all the things of the **second coming” of 
Christ, even as it is the privilege of sinners to have preached to 
them all the things offaith. For if the one required to be con- 
verted, so also the other required to be perfected. By preach- 
ing the cross jo sinners they are prepared for the church on 
earth, and by preaching the crown to saints they are prepared 
for the church in heaven, It isfaith and graee to tle one, and 
hope and glory for the other. 
ut secondly we will further premise another matter which 
we do not believe would be legitimate in this grand argument, 
name!y: to consider the second advent of the Lord Jeeus as an 
isolated event; and harp upon his coming and appearance mere- 
ly as one thing, till the ears of all saints are stunned and dulled; 
and till that. which should be ever preserved fresh and green, 
be rendered as stale and unlovely and devoid of novelty as the 
affairsof ordinary and unsanctified life; far be it: [ have no idea of 
such a preaching of the hope and glory and crown of the gospel. 
No, I conceive it, as I find it to be, atheme pregnant of topic, 
and filled with all glorious eloquence: Toes the cross associate 
itself with grace, and faith, and repentance, and remission of 
sins, end the holy spirit, and the communion of saints; with 
our affiliation to God,—adoption, sanctification, justification, re- 
demption, reconciliation and salvation? Surely, then, the crown 
is blended with glory, and hope, and the resurrection, and per- 
eonal communion with God and Jesus Christ, the rest that re- 
mains for the people of God, the new heavensand the new earth, 
Mount Zion, the city which hath foundations whose builder 
and maker is God, the heavenly Jerusalem, the general assembly 
: and church of the first born, and the angels of God, and all the 
justified. TI repeat it then; far be it from me to make “the glo- 
rious appearing of the great God and of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ” a theme of one idea. It overflows with the most 
divine utterance, itis rich and bursting with new wine like the 


pregnant grape. The brethren to whom we have addressed it 
have, Iam sure, felt it to be such. 
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Another matter we would not deem legitimate in the devel- 
opemens of our glorious hope, namely: To theorize upon, or in 
other words, te speak of it, even to the saints, for any other than 
its own proper,and sanctified purposes, viz: the perfection of 
the body of Clirist, or, a8 the apostie says, Collossians 1 ch. 28 v. 
‘‘that we may present every man pertectin Christ Jesus.” 

Again: We would not have it imagined by our readers that 
we arethe only person on earth whois aroused to the coming 
of Christ; Our exchange papers sre filled with it. The Millen- 
nium is discussed by ali sects, and in all quarters of the Proves- 
tant church. bu. this much in all good conscience we do aver, 
thatamong the innumerable documents—books, pamphlets and 
periodicals which are employed in speaking, writing and prop- 
apaiing it, we have not met,with one purporting to elevate this 
hope oi the gospel or second appearing of Christ, to its proper. 
station and place in the doctrine of Christ: They, in most instan- 


c@@, do not consider or speak of it at all as a subject of evangel- 


ical prociamation. [tis a theme on which to write essays, but 
not, with such authors, publishers and editors, a branch. of gos- 
pel doctrine ever to be pressed down upon the saints of the Most 
High for their perfection. Others have commenced preaching 
the second coming of our Lord as an event to occur in 1843. 
Observe: we do not in this piace either affirm or deny the sys- 
tem of chronology by which our fiiends have elaborated: this 
result; but we eagerly desire the reader to note with care that 
this is not our proposition; that this is not the point fo which we 
argue; nor indeed is it a»point from which we argue. We, 
therefore, repeat that our proposition, the point to which we 
shall plead, is this, that as it is the duty of christian ministers to 
preach the cross of Christ, and the things o! his first coming to 
sinners for their conversion; so it is their duty to preach the 
crown of eternal lite, and the things of his segond coming to 
‘saints for their perfection: 

But the confirmation of this proposition involving the argu- 
ments and proofs and documents possible, probable and demon- 
strative must be defered to another paper. o ae 


LETTER TO DR. PRESSLY.—No. II. 


Betovep Sir:— 

This second epistle, to use the language of a holy apostle, not 
unbefiting the occasion and design of my letter, I trust, I now 
write unto you;in both which I would stir up your pure mind 
by way ofremembrance. When I addressed you my first] felt 
anxious that you should feel with me that a primer upon the 
subjects, nature and mode ofan ordinance so simple and intelli- 
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gible in all these respects as is Christian baptism, was behind the 
age, and unbefiting the times and seasons. The most enlight- 
ened portion of the christian profession is advanged far beyond. 
this; and having already fully settled the question of baptism, 
and elevated that ordinance to its proper place in the gospel of 
Christ, they are labouring far and wide through the length and 
breadth of the commonwealth, to impart to and impress upop the 
public mind correct views of the whole gospel of Christ as pro- 
claimed and administered by Peter and the other apostles in Je- 
rusalem and other places. 

In my former letter I took the liberty humbly to suggest to you 
that the times warranted and even invited, if they did not ac- 
tually prompt toan examination of the nature, subjects and mode 
of conversion, rather than baptism in these points; and proved 
by a rather extended list of authorities both divine and human, 
that great responsibility rested on ministers to plead with all sjp- 
ners for the principles and obedience of the gospel, viz: faith re- 
pentance, and baptism. I know not whether you have given 
the subject the consideratiou its vast importance merits; but I 


what I have already said on these points to be plead to, by some- 

ing on the points to pe plead from in the original gospel of 
hrist. 
It is an admitted maxim that in every argument worthy of be- 

ing designated a logical one, there must be points to pJead from 


as well as to plead to. There are distinguisi:ing features in the. 


_ logic of the gospel. For in this thing, as it came from the lips of 
those who were its origina! heralds, we have both the one and 


the other: if we are ordered to argue for faith, repentance, and _ 


the special obedience of the gospel, we are authorized also to 
propound as joyful incentives, noble arguments and weighty 
motives, the fast that the great head of the church will promptly 
= the penitent and and returning sinner, and give tohim 
reely all the blessings of the gospel of God's grace. Observe, 
that when Peter on the day of Pentecost plead so successfully 
with his countrymen to faith and repentance, and directed them 
to be baptized, it was for the remission of their sins, ‘Be ba 
tized every one of you for the remission of your sins.” Was 
not the immediate acquittal from all past guilt a bold and noble 
argument with which to enforce his plea for obedience? Unques- 
tionably it was. Well then, IearSir, itis permitted us to plead 
for faith and obedience from the weighty consideration of an 
immediate pardon of all past sins through the blood of Christ 
Jesus our Lord. | 

But this is notal!. Tne inspired apostle adds the following, 
and supports his plea by another argument which few will judge 
to be less important than the remission of eins itself. ‘And 
you shall receive the gift of the holy Spirit.” The gift of the 


22 


‘should deem my argument incomplete if I did not follow up — 
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holy Spirit then, dear Sir, is another great point from which we 
are algae to argue when we plead the obedience of the 
gospM@ at the bar of a sinful world. ‘This you doubtless will ad- 
mit is no ordinary topic from which to reason: thisis no light 
foundation on which to erect an advocacy for gospel obedience. 
You see, then, beloved Sir, that if we demand of the sinner 
faith and obedience, we are allowed of God on his part to prom- 
ise him the remission of sins and the gift of the holy Spirit. Is 
not this laying a notab'e ground for future holiness? Could any 
two things be propounded of more efficacy forthe future purifi- 
cation of the converts character, and the elevation of his entire 
moral and devotional nature than the remission of sins for the pest 
and the indwelling consolations of the Holy Spirit for time to 
- But is this all? TI opine not. The scriptures both by pre- 
‘cept and and-example warrant us to add further for the u 

building of tie new convert that if he continues stedfast in 
the faith and is not moved away from the hope of the gospel, 
the Lord will give to him eternal life. Thus, if faith, repentance 
‘and baptism be three points in the gospel to plead to, so the 
tTemission of sins, the holy spirit and eternal life are other three 


points to plead from: Such is the nature of the original gospel as 


plead and administered by the primitive heralds. All which is | 
respectfully submitted by, 
MILLENNIUM AND SECOND COMING OF THE LORD. 
| No. Il. 


. Sinee writing our preceeding, we have met with a work, en- 
titled the ‘Christian Advocate,” which among much that is 
absurd, contains some that is good. It was published by Thos. 
G. Bradford, at Nashville, Ten. in 1819; and has on the title 
page the name of ‘‘A Tennesseean,”’ asthe author. [t contains 
a chapter on the ‘“‘Septennarics,” the most of which we extract 
in proof that the Millennium will not take place until about the 
year 2000. 

‘*Time is divided into sevens; and the planets are of that num- 
ber; much of prescience is hidden inthis number. Seven days 
make a week; Seven years make a time; Every 7th year iss 
‘time of rest; and 7 times 7 years bring on the jubilee. The flood 
commenced in 7 days; The earth was covered in 7 days; Noah 
put out the dove at the end of each 7 days. There were seven 
years famine in Egypt. The 7th day is the sabbath. Seven 
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days feast of the passover; Seven days of purification; Seven 


times sprinkling of the sacrifice. The7 alters of Pabylon. The 
7 bullocks and rams. The fire 27 times heated for Shadrach, 


Meshech and Abednego. Nebuchadnezzar insane for 7 years; 
seven times passed over him The 7 lamps of the tabernacle. 
The 7 churenes ot Asia. The 7 golden candlesticks. The 7 
spirits of Gad. The seven angels. The book with 7 seals. The 
7 vials of wrath. The 7 last plagues. The seven years that Ja- 
cob served for his wife. Seven years the temple of Solomon was 
building; it was dedicated in the seventh month. The ark of 
the covenant remained 7 months with the Philistines. Job fas- 
ted 7 days with his three friends. The 7 lamps of the golden 
candlesticks, The release of debts in the seventh year. The 


feast of seven weeks. The feast of seven days. Seven days’ 


feast of the tabernacles. At the end ofseven yearsall [srae: was 
gathered together to hear the law read. The seventh month, and 
the tenth dav of the month is a sabbath of rest. Seven days’ 
feast of unleavened bread. The seven days’ offering by fire. 
The holy convocation on the seventh day. A new meat offerins 
on the day after the seven sabbaths shall be completed, wh‘c 
also was a holy convocation. The sabbath of the 7th month. Tue 
atonement oathe 10. day of the 7th month, and an offering 
made by fire. The feast of tabernacles for seven days, beginning 
en the 15th day of the 9:h month, and on the eighth day the 
holy convocation. The 7 days feastin gatheringin of the crops, 
beginning on the 18th day of the seventh month. And 7 days 
dwellingin booths. After the completion of seven times seven 
years the jubilee commencing On tiie 10th day of the 7th month, 
and the year of jubilee is the year of redemption. ‘*Some great 
event is signified by the intermediate ceremonies commencing 
and terminating in sevens.” 

‘*Tens of sevens also have a mystical meaning. Between the 


burning of the temple by the Babylonians, and the rebuilding 


thereof, were TO years. On the body of the candlesticks in the 
sanctuary were seventy representations of pomegranates, knops 
and bowls, The family of Israel who went into Egypt were 
seventy; seventy were the elders instituted by Moses, and 
70 years intervened between the birth of Christ and the burn- 
ing of the temple by Titus. The completion of seventy is the 
final period. Ten times 7 is 70; Ten times 70 is 700; Ten tines 
700 is 7000. Are not here the seven heads and ten hornst The 
completion of six is the beginning of rest, or the 7th portion of 
time. The 7th day, 7th week, 7th month, 7th year, and 49th 
year are symbolical representations of some great sabbath which 
we have not seen. The completion of ten times seven seems 
to be aneriodofcalamity. The family of Jacob, 70 in number, 
went in great distress into Egypt, and at the end of 7 times 70 
their descendants came off in great affliction; and man’s life is 
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threescore and ten. Ten times 7 after the birth of Christ, the 
temple was destroyed, and Jerusalem also. Consider the ten 
‘Sabbatical years are in 70, and 100 sabbatical years in 700, and 
‘700 sabbatical years in 7000; It is not impossible but these may 
‘be the great sabbath and time of rest, which so many sevens 


deer 


4 


ei in the scripture are intended to symbolize.” 

id “The teeth spring out at the 7th month: they shed and are 
iit ‘Tenewed at the 7th year; at 14 [twice 7] is the age of puberty; 
tt at3 times 7 the beard springs forth; at 4 times 7 growing ceases; 
ro at 5 times7 a man is fit for marriage or war; at 6 times 7 he is 
ie Wise or never; at7 times 7 he is in highest perfection; after 
_Whiek he grows old, or changes by sevens or septennaries till 
a he has accomplished the years of life, which Hippocrates divi- 
| ded into 7 ages. God sanctified the seventh day by his own 
he rest: and all nations measure their time by seven days or seven 
ae weeks. Enoch, the seventh after Adam, was translated into 
, aie heaven. Christ is the 77th ina direct line from Adam; He 
ha spake seven times on the cross, on which he was 7 hours. He 
ae appeared 7 times, and after 7 times 7 days sent the Holy Spirit. 

at In the Lord’s prayer are 7 petitions contained in 7 times 7 words. | 

i The apostles chose 7 deacons. ——— 

a “In the Apocalypse are mentioned seven seals of the book, 7 " 
» Gt horns of the Lamb, 7? eyes which are the 7 spirits of God sent 
ai throughout all the earth; also are mentioned 7 heads, 7 questions 


. ae of the dragon, 7 heads of the woman, which are 7 hills, 7 kings, 
angels, 7 trumpets, 7 vials, 7 plagues, 
ae “The scriptures mention seven resurréctions with that of our 
ae Saviour. The first, of the widow’s son of Sarept2, by Elias; 
oy Se the second, of the Shunamite’s son, by Elisha; the third, of the 
ee soldier who touched the bones of that prophet; the fourth, of the 
2) ie daughter of the ruler of the synagogue: the fifth, ofthe widow’s 
oe tie son of Nain; the sixth, of Lazarus;.and theseventhyof aur Lord. 
Samuel is a word of Hebrew letiers which signify 
seven; whenee Hannah, his mother, in her thanks to ’ 
éaith shat the barren had brought forth seven. Solomon spent 7 
yearsin building the temple. Seven months for the building 
: of the tabernacle, which completed the first year of the exodus 
| «Of the Hebrews. The walls of Jericho fell down at the sound 
| sof Joshua’s 7 trumpets, after the Israelites had gone 7 times 
ie | about on the seventh day. There were seven years of plenty, 
4 and as many of famine in Ezypt. There were 7 lamps in the 
tabernacle typifying the 7 gitts of the spirit. The Jews eat.un- 
leavened bread 7 days, and as many celebrated the feast of tab- 
ernacles. They let their land rest every seventh year, and after 
7 times 7 had their jubilee.” | 
— Will not the 7th millennium be also a time of rest? Will not 
the completion thereof be the consummation ofall things? After 
7 portions of time, emblemed by Joshua’s 7 trumpets, then it Is 
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not impossible that the globe, emblemed by Jericho, may fall as 


the walls of that city did, and be consumed by fire; when the 


trumpets of Christ shall blow, and the army of his saints shall 
follow him, coming as the I[sraelites did to take possession of 
that promised land abounding with every good thing.” 7 
‘All nations, from time of the highest antiquity to this day, 
have measured time by 7 days. The Israelites, Egyptians, Jn- 
dians, Arabians, Romans, Gauls Britons, Germans and Ameri- 
cans. Why have all nations classed 7 days together! Why not 
10,5, or 6! This similarity is not the effect of an accident, but 
is attributable to some great cause from whence they haye all 
derived it. If it came to the latest ofthe ancient nations from 
the former, then whence did the former get it? Not from the 
writings of Moses, because these writings were not of any au- 
thority, except with the Hebrews. And because Moses uses 
tne term in as common use and of well known significaton, Gen. 
ch. 29, v. 2and 28; which is the oldest in tne world, being 544 
years older than Homer, who lived in the year before Christ 907, 
and 144 years before the foundation of Rome. Of course it was 
_in use to all historical writings. ‘Then it follows that this com- 
putation by sevens was not learned. from any writings, and 
must have been derived from its source by an unintermitted u- 
sage; and thus has remained through all time, a monument of 
the event it commemorates, which by no other means could 
have been preserved by unlettered nations. As you go back 
from the latest ofancient nationsto those which last ofall preceed- 
ed them, the same monument ts found, though the nations still 
decrease in number proceed in a decreasing ratio, till like the pyr- 
amids, it terminates in a point. A period from which, like the 
descending sieps of the pyramids, you are condutted to the na» 
Aions of this day.*’ 
“The wisdom of the Almighty so disposes of events as that one 
important event shall precede and become the /ype of another at 
a future time, from the beginning to the end of the world. 
This seems in my apprehension to be exemplified fully in the 
institution of the first sabbath, seventh day. The first was in- 
Stituted in commemoration of the rest of the Almighty, after 
finishing the creation. On that same day, long afterwards, the 
Hebrews departed from Egypt, and the Sabbath was re-estab- 
lished. Many centuries afterwards Christ rested the whole of 
that day in the tomb. And the seventh portion of time hereaf- 
ter, it isintimated, that the kingdoms of this world will become 
the kingdoms of Christ. The passover was a memorial of a real 
fact; on the 10th day a lamb was to be chosen and reserved till 
the 14th and then sacrificed. He came to Jerusalem on Wed- 
nesday and went.into the temple, then out of the city into Beth- 
any; next day he returned and went into the tent, then went 
out of the tent into the mount of Olives and taught there, and 
23° 
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from thence he returned next day to Jerusalem and made ready 
the passover; on the night of this day he was taken; the next 
morning, which was the 4th day, he was condemhed, and the 
same day was crucified. In the fourth year of his ministry, 
and on the fourth day before the passover, when the tamb for 
sacrifice was chosen, Christ entered into Jerusalem, and the 4th 
day afterwards, when the lam) of the passover was slain, C'irist 
was crucified. Whocan doubt that events which really do hap. 
pen are the prefigurations of others which are to happen hereaf- 
ter, and are so ordered and arranged as to be the prophetic sig- 
nifications ot events to happen’in future time? The day of 
Christ’s crucifixion was the day of preparation tor the Sabbath; 
the day of preparation for the passover was the day before. And 
that Sabbath was a bigh day because it was asabbath orseventh 
day in a sabbatical or seventh year, and moreover a passover 
sabbath. It seems the position is a true one, and upon it we 
may proceed to remark upon Gen.ch.7: clean beasts by sevens, 
Noah took into the ark; fowls of the air by sevens; 7 days after 
it began to rain; in his 600th year Noah entered into the ark; 
after 7 days the waters were upon the earth, and in the firs: 
year of the 7th century of his life he came out of the ark, and 
‘settled upon dry land. Is not the history of the flood asepten- § 
narian prophecy! Does it not represent, not only what happen- & 
ed ia former times, but also pre-represent what will happen & 
hereafter? If we dare not affirm, we may at least wonder atthe & 
coincidences which are before us. Beyond the seventh portion § 
of time any where spoken of tn the Bible, there is not another 
portion connected with it, a8 a part of it and to last beyond it, 
and particularly with respect to the millennium mentioned in 


"Revelations, ch. 20. But everywhere the 7th portion from its 


commencement is a time of rest and perfection, when labor and 
trouble is past. We have seen the sabbath of days, of weeks, 
of years, of centuries in the creation, the Jewish captivity, the 
coming of Christ, from the going forth of the edict to rebuild 
Jerusalem, and the embarkation of Noah. But we have no 
geen asabbath of millenaries. When it comes will not human 
opposition to the doctrine of Christ fall like the walls of Jericho 
to the ground, when the 7th trumpet shall have completed it 
concert. And will not Sampson's strength revive with the 
growth of his seven locks? Will not Rome, on her seven hil 
with her corrupted doctrines, fall into oblivion? Will not Cog 
stantinople, the new Rome, upon her seven hills also; and wit! 
a theology still more corrupted, disappear likewise! And #9 
happened to Noah on completing his 6th century, may not 0m 
like happen to the world, on its completing the 6th millennarg 
A flood of light which shall submerge all hostility to the religi@m 
of Christ! The prophetic type of the flood, with the prescribema™ 
observances of fhe Jewish law, and the growth of science, mug 
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tiplying and expanding itself for nearly six thousand years, and 
which has now arrayed itself with a richness of variety never 
known before, and still looking with an eager eye into the un- 
explored fie'ds of nature, all seem to intimate, to wondering and 
contemplation, that the seventh millennium is also a sabbath, but 
in still greater perfection than all former ones.”’ 

‘‘Jerusalem experienced a seventh capture far more terrible 
than all the others. It was a perfect and complete desolation, 
which never is again to happen after the restoration of her peo- 
ple. It was first taken by Shesac, then by Ptolemy Lagus, by 
oo by Pompey, Sorcusand Herod, Nebuchadnezzar and 

itus, 

‘*The Roman empire before its end, had seven forms of govern- 
ment in succession: kings, consuls, decemvirs, tribunes, dicta- 
tors, emperors and Gothic kings; the last being the completion 
of all the numbers, it was to have brought with it the end also 
of the empire itself, and it was divided into ten kingdoms. Man- 
kind in all countries reckoned things excellent and wonderful 
by sevens. ‘The wise men of Greece were seven. The won- 
dersofthe world wereseven. The Indians were divided into 


7 casts. There is an innate meaning couched in the term. 


That the 7th of anything is most excellent, and that beyond that 
there is nothing of that species so excellent.” 

‘‘The general opinion amongst all nations of the perfection of 
this number, is the remains of an ancient tradition handed down 
from the earliest ages, resting upon the history of the creation. 


vAnd mankind might originally have understood that as God rest- 


ed on the 7th day; and as Christ, on the work of salvation, also 
rested in the tomb on the whole of the sabbath or .7thed@ay; so 


may the world of mankind rest on the 7th millennary from alt 


the labors and toils and misfortunes which have afflicted them 
for 6000 years. The universal sanctity of this number must 
have had some grand original cause, and this we can find in 
the scriptures and nowhere else.” | 
‘Seventy is mentioned in Jeremiah, ch. 25, v. 11 and 12; ch, 
29, v.10. Seventy were the disciples sent forth to preach the 
ospel. Seventy were in the family of Jacob when he went 
own into Egypt. 70 weeks of Daniel: 70 elders of Israel: Our 
days are 70 years: 70 years lasted the Babylonish captivity: 70 


men stood before them; Dan. 9: 2; 70 years desolation of Jeru-— 


salem; v. 24; Zech. 18: 22; Luke 10: 17. The Sanhedrim of 
the Jews consisted of 70 elders; Mat. 5:22. And 70 years after 
the birth of Christ, Jerusalem wes destroyed, and the temple 
burnt to the ground.” 

**And is not the Lord’s day, in ancient times, the day of the 
gon, a striking type and shadow of things to come. Does it not 
signify that after the great sabbath shall be finished, then will 


commence a time of perfect light, in which, as Christ arose from 
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‘the dead, so shall tHe’ human race arise again into life? And ans 


‘it was the first of the creation, so shal] it be the first on which 
‘man shall begin to enjoy the world of beatitudes which Christ 
hath prepared for him from the beginning. And as the seventh 
‘was the day on which Christ preached to the dead and the spir- 
‘its in prison, so in the time of the seventh sabbath shall be effect- 
ed the emancipation of everysoul to which is to be extended 
the efficacy of redemption.”’ 
We think we have adduced here a mass of the most over- 
whelming analogical evidence that the mil’ennium will take 
place at the end of 6000 years from the creation, and will con- 
stitute the succeeding 1000 years—evidence which must forci- 
-bly strike the mind of every reader. Howagp. 


SHORT SERMON FOR THE “ORTHODOX.” 


_ Mr Dear Frienps— As you are so much in the habitof listen- 


gng to ‘text preaching,”’andso thoroughly incorporated into the 


‘text system,” in preaching to you | must depart a little from 
the plan of the apostles, who, you know, oughtto be a moddle to 
to us in allethings, and ‘‘take atext.”? You will accordingly find 
my textin Rom. Mth chapter, 9ih, 10th, 13th, 16th, and 17th 
verses: 

. If.theu shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and 
shalt believe in thine heart thatGod bath raised him trom the 
dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth un- 
to righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made untosal- 


oation.--W hosoever shai! call upon the name of the Lord shall 
be saved.—But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esai- 


as saith, Lord, who hath believed our report! Sothen faith 


' @oineth by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 


Exorpium—Let us first.take a view of man in his alien, uncon- 
verted ahd utiregencrate, state. Ist. The condition of his heart, 
is that of enmity against God, and his holy government. He 
loves sin, and hates God, and holiness, and righteousness. His 
affections are placed upon the world and its sinful follies and 
pleasures. His heart has become corrupted, and mus: be chan- 


‘ged, before he can be reconciled to God, and be the object of 


pardon, and become a subject of his government. 2nd. Not 
enly is his heart wrong but his condact alsois in opposition 
to the will and government of God. He is ‘tan enemy to God 
by wicked works.”’ He isa rebel to God’s holy order of govern- 
ment, and a transgressor of his commandments. That which he 
should not do, he does, and that which he should do, he does 
not. Notonly his heart, but his conduct must be changed, be- 
fore he can become the subject of pardon, and favour with God. 
3rd. Not only his heart and conduct, but-his state is also one of 
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_  tilienation from God. Although the may be chan- 
ged, he may be still in an unpardoned, dnsaved, unjustified, un- 
- ganetified and unregenerate state, in fegard to the kingdom of 
Christ. His state must also be changed before he can become 
“a citizen of this Kingdom. Thus his*heart, his conduct, and 


his state, must all be changed, beford he can become a chris- 


Division THE suBsEcT—We shall discourse 1st of change 


of heart; 2nd of achange of conduct; and 3rd of a change 
ofstate. Here are three items of the gospel by which these 
changes are to be affected: faith, repentance, and baptism. The 
arrangements of these three changes are not artificial—not of our 
own construction, but natural, if we may thus be allowed the use 
of the term; that is, the order in which they must really take place 
for the condition of the heart occasions’ the conduct, and the 
conduct gives rise to the state. The artangement of the gospel 
to meet these, is also not artificial not of our own construction, 
but it is of heaven—of the Bible—and in the order laid down 
there. For a man must believe before hn can repent, and re- 
pent before he is baptized. Is not this the gospel order! , 
I. Faith produces a change of heart.—But what are we to 
understand by a change of heart, what is meant by the term 
‘heart,”” as used by the apostle? We do not understand by it 
the physical heart which palpitates within the body ofman. It 
is afigure of speech. As the heart is the fountain and seat 
of life to the human system the apostle alludes (figuratively )spea- 
king to the heart or seat of life, of the inner or spiritual man. 
There is an ianer and an oatward man spoken of in the scrip- 
tures. And by a figure of speech, the ‘inner man”’ is spokea 
Of as having many of the same members as the outward. ‘‘Hav- 
ing the eyes of your understanding enlightened,” &c. Here 
the understanding is spoken of as having eyes; and thus as tothe > 
term “‘heart,” as used by Paul. The change o fheart then con=- 
sists in taking the mind and affections off from the thingsofthe =~ 
world, the flesh, and the devil, and placing them upon those 
of Godand of heaven. It is achange which takes place in the 
direction and objects of the heart or affections. There is no 
physical change wrought upou the man, giving him new facul- 
ties and new affections. | 
_ This change of heart as stated in our proposition, is affected 
by faith. ‘*With the heart man believes unto righteousness,” 
or justification in the language of of our text; consequently it 
must be by faith. Peter, speaking of the Gentiles, says, that 
God ‘‘put no difference between us and them, purifying their 
| hearts by faith;” this of course involving a change of heart. 
And as this faith comes by the word of God, according to our 
| text, that word is spokon of as reaching the heart. ‘* The word 
. of God ia quick, [living]and powerful, and sharper than any two- 
edged sword, dividing asunder even the joints and marrow, the 
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soul and spirit [animal and and is a discerner of the 
a thoughts and intents of the-heart.”” How powerful then, must 
4a) a this word be! And accordingly, on Pentecost those who heard 
) Peter’s discourse, which was the word of God, were ‘cut.to the 
rie heart.” And as this word is the ‘sword of the spirit which is. 


the word ef God.’ and as Peter spoke as he was ‘moved by the 
spirit,’ they were thus cut to the heart by the spirit, —Thus faith 
produces a change of heart by destroying the love of sin.—But 
to my second head. 
II, Repentance produces, a change of conduct.—But what is 
repentance in the scriptutal accepta:ion of that term? It is not 
simply sorrow for sin, although invariably preceded and ac- 
companied by it; for some are always ysorrowing for sin, and 
always sinning. It.cannot therefore simply mean this; as this 
alone fails to produce achange of conduct. It Must be more. 
If it be this alone, those on Pentecost did not obey Peter. He. 
commanded them to repent, Tae words “cut to the hearv’’ 
were eXpressive of their deep sorrow and contrition for sin. 
Those who gladly received his word were baptized. If Peter 
commanded them to be sorry they did not obey him. . They. 
heard him say they could be pardoned, and they rejoiced. “A 
godly sorrow worked a repentance unto salvation not to be re- 
pented of.’” If repentance be simply ‘‘godly sorrow”’ it cannot 
‘ work repentance”’—it cannot be both the cause and effect of 
itsel! And we cannot repent of repeatance!—Repentance then 
must he evangelical reformation. I[t is this alone that can 
change the conduct. I[t must be a thorough, practical, godly 
reformation.—Thus repentance produces a change of conduct. 
This brings us to our third point. 
lit. Baptism produces a change of slate.-—Remember that 
baptism does not produce a change of heart. We have been 
omisre presented here. —We never taught this: We understood 
thedesiza of this institution too well to commit sucha mistake. 
We have already shown how and when the heartis chan- 


‘| a ged. Without this change has already taken place, baptism will 
of. avail us nothing in the great affair of onr salvation. It would be 
maa as absurd to bury a living man in the earth as to bury a sin- 


ner in the waters of baptism, loving and delighting in sin. But 
with the heart changed by faith and conduct by repentence, the 
individual becomes a proper subject for a chanze of state, to be 
accomplished by the institution of baptisn. When foreigners | 
take the oath of allegiance tothe Uuited States, they pass outof 

the state of aliens into that of citizens; when persons are marti- 
ed they pass out of the unmarried into the married state. Thus 
it is in regard to baptism. In it we pass out of the unpardoaed 
into the pardoned state: ‘Repent and be baptized every one 
| of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins.’ 
. hee In it we pass from the unsaved to the saved state, ‘He thal 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved.”’ In it we pass outol 


; 
i> 

& 

i. 
| 

i 
| 

| 
“4 

4 

: 
| 


- OF THE TRUE GOSPEL. 268 


the unregenerate into the regenerate state. ‘Exceptaman be 
born of water and of the spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
eof God”? In it we pass out ofthe unjustified and unganctified 
into*the justified and sanctified state.” You are washed, [with 
the bath of water by the word,] you'sre sanctified, you are justi- 
&g fied, by the hand of the Lord Jesus, and by the spirit of our 
é God.” Thus in baptism, we are pardoned, saved, regenerated, 


Coxciusion on Peroration.—My Dear Friends, If you have 
only believed and never repented, let me exhort you to repent; 
; not to agonize and mourn over your sins more and more. You 
do not know whether your faith is strong enough or not? Have 
you faith enough to constrain you to do whiat the Lord has com- 
manded—to incite you to obedience! ‘Then you have enough. 
Have you enough to make you break off from your sins? Then 
it is strong enough. And are you sorry eneugh an account 
of sin to forsake it? Then you have sorrow enough. Tut you 
have not yet come to the converting point. You must be im- 
mersed for the remission ofsins. You blame and censure us for 
requiring as you say, too little, for making forgiveness, as you 
say, merely depend on baptism, You say all that we require 
is to be baptized merely, and you are saved. Eut strange as it 
may appear to you for us to assert it, we really require more 
than you do. Do you require faith in order to remiesion? So do 
 Weedo you require Sedo we. But we goa 
step further, and in addition to all these, we require baplism 
also, as one of the conditions of forgiveness. Wherein, the,” 
do you censure us? We require all that you do and a little MOTe wm 
too. And why do we require baptism! Because it is required 
in the New Testament, for this purpose. Now do not, after 
hearing this discourse, go and misrepresent us any more. Do 
like the nob%& Bereans who “searched the scriptures daily to see 
whether these things are so,” which had been preached to them. 
Do not attempt to suspend remission and justification on ‘‘faith 
alone.” If you do you must exclude repentance and baptism 
both. Esaias said, in the lenguage of our text, ‘‘Lord who 
hath believed our report?’ Listen to our text again, ‘*They have 
not all obeyed the gospel.”? The gospel must not only be believ- 
ed, but obeyed in order to remission. ‘So many of us as were 
baptized into Jesus Christ,’ says Paul in Rom., ‘‘were baptized 
into his death. Therefore we are buried with him by baptism 
into death; that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, even so we alsoshould walk in pbewness 
of life--Ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine 
which was delivered unto you; {baptism as quoted) being then | 
(when you obeyed] made free from sin, ye became the servants 
of righteousness.’ And again in Collossiane: ‘‘Buried with him 
(Christ) in baptism, wherein ye are risen with him through 
rhe faith of the operation of God, who raised him from the dead. 
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Ha forgiven you {when thus ‘buried’} all trespasses.”” And 
oye Ss will be the awfuiness of your condition if you wilfully 
* meglect and disobey the gospel? ‘**The Lord Jesus shall be reveal- 
ed from heaven with his dhighty angels, in flaming fire, takin 
-wengeance on them that know not God, and obey not the gospe 
efour Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punished with everlast- 
ing destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glo- 
ry of his power.’* May you all come tosee the truth as it is ie te 
gus is my sincere prayer. 


INTEMPERANCE. 


Parent! who with speechless feeling, 
O’er thy cradle treasure bent— 
_. Found each year new claims revealing, 
ae Yet thy wealth of love unspent: 
~~ Hast thou eeen that hlossom blighted, 
By a dire, untimely frost! 
All thy labour unrequited— 
a Every glorious promise lost! 


Wife! with agony unspoken, — : 
Shrinking from Affiiction’s rod,. 

Is thy prop, thin@adol 
. Fondly trnsted, next to Godt 
“© .Hasband! o’er thy hopea mourner, 
= Of thy chosen friend ashamed: | 

~ Hast thou to her burial borne her, 

- Unrepentant, unreciaimed! 


’ Child! in tender weakness turning 
‘To thy heaven-appoifited guide: 

. Doth a lava-poison burniug, “ 
‘Tinge with gall affection’s tide; 


Still that orphan-burden bearing, 


Darkerthan the gravecan show, ~ 
_. Dost thou bow thee down despairing, 
Toa heritage of woe! 


Country! on thy sonsdepending, 
$trong in manhood, bright in bloom: 
‘Hast thou seen thy pride descendin 
$hrouded to the unhonoured tomb! 

 -—Rise!—on eagle-pinion soaring, 
© 'Rise!—like one of god-like birth, 
And Jehovah’s aid imploring, | 
Sweep the spoiler from the earth. 
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